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Drive through Holiday Party
& B2B Update Information
Friday, December 10, 2021
11:30 am until 1:30 pm
The South Holland Community Center
501 E . 170 th Street , Soth Hollan d, IL 60473

Come out and pick up your holiday meal, get some holiday cheer, and receive valuable information and
updates about the Back to Business (B2B) grant (including how to check your grant status and attend
upcoming webinars) all from the warmth and comfort of your car! Make a donation to our scholarship
fund and you may win a prize. Also, share some cheer by donating a new, unwrapped toy for the Thornton
Township Toy Drive. Please register to attend by going to:
https://bit.ly/SHBAHolidayParty2021

Annual Platinum Sponsor:
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SAVE THE DATES AND COME ZOOM WITH US!
“If conditions allow, some of our workshops may be in person”

January 27, 2021
Advantage Illinois Participation Loan Program
Learn how to sustain and grow with low interest rates
Learn the 1,2,3’s on how to get GATA certified
February 24, 2021
Celebrate African American History Month with the
State of Illinois Office of Minority and Economic
Empowerment
Programs designed for your business
t/b/a
Upcoming Workshops Sessions
Get Ready Initiative:
Don’t Be Left Out!
Get your paperwork in order,
for the next opportunity of funding!
GATA Ready:
Get your Duns number
Get your Sam.gov number
Get GATA certified
Put Your Business Out There!
Social Media and Promotion
Marketing and Networking
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● IF YOU WANT TO BECOME A MEMBER OF SHBA, PLEASE VISIT WWW.SHBA.ORG AND
COMPLETE OUR MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR CALL BLEVIAN AT (708) 596-0065 FOR MORE
INFORMATION.

Upcoming Events:

● Shape Up with SHBA networking coming back soon! In the meantime workout with fellow
members online! Every Wednesday morning, try to get at least 30 minutes in between 7:30 a.m. to
9:00 a.m., SHBA Members let’s get going!! COVID-19 has not gone anywhere yet! So, remember
we need to stay focused, sharp and in shape! If we don’t the pounds will definitely pile on. So let’s
work out and comment on Facebook what you did for your morning workout and, please comment
on a post and encourage each other to keep up the good work. Looking forward to seeing what
you’ve done!!
● The South Holland Public Library. Are you a new member to SHBA or would you like join and
get to know more about us and the resources offered by our library partner? Then email
info@shba.org for information or call the South Holland Public Library and ask for help. The Library
offers many things; including use of their computers; scanners; printers and other business services
and most are free.
● All SHBAʼs face to face events have been placed on hold; however, we are hopeful that next
year will bring us closer together. Until further notice and/or the State Restrictions have
been lifted; we are still working virtually. Stay tuned for updates.
● SHBA will continue to bring you up-to-date information regarding funding opportunities. If you
applied for the Back to Business (B2B) grant, check your email (including your spam folder) to see if
you received a decision. Fourteen businesses in South Holland have received grants, so be patient.
You may be next!
● JOIN OUR TEXT CLUB: STAY IN THE LOOP AND GET REMINDERS ABOUT WHAT IS GOING
ON! TEXT SHBA TO 28748.
● Have your business news and updates featured here! Contact info@SHBA.org for more details.
708-333-7277

Fax: 708-333-9989

503 W. Taft Drive
South Holland
Email: waltonoff@aol.com

WALTON OFFICE SUPPLY
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Photography
Photography by
by
Larry
Larry Burrows
Burrows
Phone:
Phone: 708.308.6583
708.308.6583
Email:
Email: Larry@Burrowsphotography.com
Larry@Burrowsphotography.com
Website:
Website: www.Burrowsphotography.com
www.Burrowsphotography.com
Family
Family events,
events, Golf
Golf Outings,
Outings, Special
Special Events
Events &
& More!
More!
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ComEd recognizes that families and businesses are still dealing with continued financial challenges.
Any customer experiencing a hardship or difficulty with their electric bill should call ComEd
immediately at 1-800-334-7661 (1-800-EDISON-1), Monday through Friday from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. to
learn more on how to apply. Information on each of these options is available at
ComEd.com/PaymentAssistance.
Assistance that can help you save money on your bill. Click these links and see if this will help you.
Want to save money on your ComEd Bill? Click this link:
https://www.comed.com/WaysToSave/ForYourBusiness/Pages/LocalGovernment.aspx
Do your constituents need assistance with their ComEd bills? Click this link:
https://www.comed.com/MyAccount/CustomerSupport/Pages/AssistancePrograms.aspx

VICKI BROWN, DIRECTOR

The Illinois Small Business Development Center (SBDC)
at South Suburban Economic Growth Initiative (SSEGI)
is available to assist you with accessing available
resources for those businesses impacted by the
COVID-19 Pandemic. Below are government links
which you can browse to look for COVID-19 related
financial assistance for small businesses.
If you have applied for some assistance, that's great!
However, you may notice other opportunities are also
available. Continue to watch for updates on the
www.sba.gov; www.cookcountyil.gov, and
www.illinois.gov/dceo websites. If you have any
questions, we are here to help. You may email me at
vicki.brown@southlandsbdc or call (708) 232-3161.
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SHBA GIVES A HELPING HAND TO COMMUNITY SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS
he South Holland Business Association (SHBA) believes in being of service. Once a month, we
lend a hand to organizations and businesses that are doing activities that benefit our local
community. Here are some of the events that we have supported:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Shred Day Events with Representative Will Davis in Hazel Crest, Illinois
The Back to Business Grant Informational webinars and literature for businesses
RocEd Development Corporation Buy Back the Block
Taste of Thornton Township Community Event
Ingalls Memorial Foundation Golf Outing “Retinal Fundraiser”
VFW Post 311 Jazz Fundraiser
Xtreme Kustoms Wheels Annual Car Show
Bac on Trac/Her Salute-benefiting homeless veteran women and their children
Illinois Black Caucus Scholarship Golf Outing
Black Contractors Owners and Executives “BCOE” Golf outing
Faith Movers Community Food and Fuel Give-A-Way

The Chicago Southland Convention & Visitors Bureau is the official destination marketing
organization for the south metropolitan region, representing 62 south and southwest suburbs of
Chicago. Working with the Illinois Bureau of Tourism, the Chicago Southland CVB coordinates
sales and marketing of the Chicago Southland as a destination for leisure visitors, meetings and
conventions, group tours (motorcoaches), sporting events and other activities. We are located
at 19900 Governors Drive, Suite 200, Olympia Fields, IL 60461. For more information, please
visit www.visitChicagoSouthland.com or call 708-895-8200
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Faith CreationsZ Decor is a passionate designer driven to connect people through the power
of creative shared experiences. With imagination, skill, and the latest technology, Faith
Creations Decor is dedicated to produce innovative event solutions. Events have power, the
power to connect, inspire and warm the heart. With the highest standards of service and
quality, Faith Creations Decor creates the unexpected for corporations, associations,
tradeshows, and social groups. Nothing is worse than giving a gift no one wants. Our custom
CreationsZ Collection is full of products friends and family will actually want to keep. Customize
gifts with your logo, pictures and brand colors!

Custom T-Shirts
Digital Design
Custom Logos
Promo Items

Custom Event Decor
Custom Backdrops
Balloon Decor
Custom Gifts

We are located at 14444 University Ave., Dolton, IL 60419. For more information, please email
Faithcreationszdecor@gmail.com or call 708-491-3673.
Submit an article for our “In the Spotlight” that describes your business or organization so that
others in the business community will know what you have to offer. For more information,
contact Blevian at 708-596-0065 or info@SHBA.org.
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HERE IS A RECAP OF THE SHABA’S EVENTS AND
ACTVITIES FOR THE PAST FEW MONTHS

Navigating the Back to Business Grant Program
Cassandra Griffin, CPCC, DTM
September 23, 2021

Small business owners and operators, has your business been negatively impacted by the COVID-19
pandemic? If so, help is available through the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity’s
(DCEO) Back to Business (B2B) grant program.
The State of Illinois has designated $250 million to provide recovery grants to small businesses that were hit
hardest by the pandemic. The B2B program builds on the success of last year's Business Interruption Grant
(BIG) program which, according to DCEO, directed $290 million to 9,000 businesses in 98 communities
across Illinois. Here is some important information about the grant:
• The application period began on August 18, 2021.
• The following funding is available o
$100 million – businesses located in Disproportionately Impacted Areas (DIAs)
o
$30 million – arts and entertainment businesses that didn’t receive Shuttered Venue
Operators grants
o
$25 million – restaurants and taverns that didn’t receive the Restaurant Revitalization Fund
o
$25 million – hotels
o
$25 million – businesses that didn’t receive a BIG grant due to exhaustion of funds
• Grants will range from $5,000 to $150,000 per business and can be used to cover a wide range of
operations, staff, and overhead costs. (Up to $250,000 for hotels.)
• Awards will be made on a rolling basis.
• The deadline to apply is 11:59 PM on October 13, 2021.
The South Holland Business Association (SHBA) is serving as a Community Navigator Spoke under the
Greater Auburn-Gresham Development Corporation Community Navigator Hub for the B2B grant program. In
this capacity, SHBA helps to provide the following:
• outreach to hard-to-reach or underserved businesses to raise awareness of opportunities for federal or state
support
• one-on-one technical assistance to small businesses to help them understand eligibility and apply for
economic support
• offer services in multiple languages
• share information on small business barriers with the DCEO to ensure programming is accessible
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On September 23, 2021, SHBA hosted a virtual webinar during which Vicki Brown, Director, Illinois Small
Business Development Center, and Matthew Simpson, African-American Business Development Manager,
DCEO - Office of Minority Economic Empowerment, offered their expert insight about the B2B grant program,
provided a step-by-step demonstration on how to complete the application process, and shared information
about other grants, loans, and funding opportunities. You can watch the recording of the webinar by going to:
https://tinyurl.com/ILB2BZoomRecording2, enter passcode: .3B=wfex (include the period before the 3). Ms.
Brown and Mr. Simpson are available to answer any questions that you may have about the program and
they can be reached at Vicki.brown@southlandsbdc.com and Matthew.simpson@illinois.gov, respectively.
To apply for a B2B grant go to www2.illinois.gov/dceo/SmallBizAssistance/Pages/B2B.aspx and to get
additional technical assistance, contact SHBA at info@SHBA.org or 708-596-0065.

GOLFING + GATHERING + GIVING = GOOD TIMES
Cassandra Griffin, CPCC, DTM
August 26, 2021

The South Holland Business Association (SHBA) hosted another FUN and FABULOUS Scholarship Golf
Outing on August 26, 2021. The annual event was unfortunately canceled last year due to the COVID-19
pandemic, so it felt extra special to be back in the swing of things at Glenwoodie Golf Club. (Corny golf pun
intended. ) This year’s golf outing had all of the ingredients for a good time: GOLFING, GATHERING, and
GIVING.
As more and more people arrived the excitement and energy level grew. The atmosphere was like a reunion
because many of the attendees have participated in the event for several years. It was also like a “meet and
greet” because new attendees were warmly welcomed into the unofficial “SHBA Scholarship Golf Outing
Club.” Jacob Roeda of Roeda, Inc. and several other members from the company are repeat participants.
Jake said that he participates because he likes the camaraderie, networking, and relaxing. He noted that “It is
a great way to get to know our clients, who also attend the event, in an informal setting.” The Roeda
company is also a generous sponsor of the event.
The night before the golf outing had been very stormy. Thankfully, Mother Nature was kind enough to get that
out of her system and graciously cleared the clouds and allowed the sun to shine brightly. This stroke of
weather luck allowed the golfers to head to their designated green promptly at 9:00 a.m. (Another corny golf
pun. )
As the day progressed, players popped into the club house to grab lunch and libation if they needed a little
mid-game nourishment. When they had completed the course, they gathered in the club house's lounge to
relax. Some people used this time to share some highlights (and lowlights) of their golf game, others
discussed possible business ventures, and several opted to enjoy a muscle-soothing massage provided by
Marcia Cutright, owner of the Power of Touch Massage Therapy. Marcia said that, “Massage therapy can
help golfers prevent the straining that can result from upper body twerking and twists.” She recommends that
golfers be proactive by getting ongoing massage services.
The post-golfing activities continued when everyone moved into the banquet room. The sights and smells of
the plentiful buffet catered by Claire’s Catering immediately caught everyone’s attention and there was
something for everyone to enjoy.
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After dinner Tim Woloszyn, chairperson of SHBA’s Scholarship Committee, announced the nine scholarship
winners and the schools that they attend. Unfortunately, they were not able to receive their awards in person
like recipients have done in the past. However, several of the recipients were featured in a video in which they
briefly introduced themselves, expressed their gratitude, and shared their plans for the future. Their remarks
were heartfelt, sincere, touching, and garnered applause from the audience. We wish these students good
luck in school and beyond. (See list of recipients below.)
Following the scholarship announcement the program continued with two very popular and highly anticipated
activities. The first activity had the golfers listening attentively to see if they would receive accolades, awards,
and bragging rights for having the longest putt, closest to the pin, longest drive and the best score. The
winners of the best score award was the team from Providence Bank who are now (temporarily) the proud
owners of the golf outing traveling trophy.
The excitement continued when it was time to announce the winners of the door prizes and drawings. With
every ticket number that was called there were sounds of joy from the winners and groans of disappointment
from the losers, especially those who claimed that their ticket number was just one digit off from the winning
number. Their disappointment was totally understandable because there was an awesome array of cool
prizes including golf umbrellas, gift cards, gift certificates, golf outings and a great deal more.
The last item on the agenda was a presentation by Vicki Brown, director of the Illinois Southland Small Business Development Center. Vicki provided a brief overview of the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity’s Back to Business grant program, which offers financial assistance to small businesses
that were impacted by the COVD-19 pandemic. Informative handouts about the program were distributed to
everyone at the golf outing. An important takeaway is that the application period will end on October 11, 2021.
If you want assistance applying for the Back to Business grant, please contact SHBA at info@SHBA.org.
This event would not have been possible without the dedicated and combined efforts of SBHA’s scholarship
and golf outing committees. Blevian Moore, SHBA’s executive director, expressed her “deep appreciation” for
these committees because this year’s planning process required extra effort and diligence. She also
acknowledged the volunteers who showed up early, stayed late, ran errands, and did what needed to be done
to make sure that everything went smoothly. Kim Allen, who is an ardent SHBA supporter and volunteer
extraordinaire, stated that she assists at SHBA events because she likes the organization and when she
“sees something that needs to be done, she jumps in.” Sharon Jordan, community relations director of Direct
Supply and long-time friend of Blevian, drove all the way from Wisconsin to volunteer at the golf outing. She
said that she was willing to make the two hour drive to serve at the event because “SHBA does great things in
the community.”
Last, but definitely not least, all of the sponsors who contributed to the event must be acknowledged. SHBA
could not have hosted such a successful golf outing without their kind and generous support. (See a list of
sponsors on following page.)
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SHBAʼs Back to Business Member Appreciation Cookout
Cassandra Griffin, DTM, CPCC
July 22, 2021

What is better than spending an afternoon in the park on a sunny summer day? Spending an afternoon
in the park on a sunny day at the South Holland Business Association’s (SHBA) Back to Business
Member Appreciation Cookout, that’s what!
This annual event is always one of the highlights of the summer for SHBA members because they get to
enjoy a FREE lunch while also networking and taking in the sights and sounds at beautiful Veterans Park.
The cookout, which was held on July 22, 2021, seemed extra special this year because it was an in-person event. SHBA held the cookout as a drive-thru event last year due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Although that was a great alternative to canceling the cookout; and members stated that they appreciated
SHBA pivoting to a different format, it just wasn’t the same.
This year it was great to see people (safely) meeting and greeting each other and enjoying grilled hamburgers, hot dogs, ribs, and veggie burgers; homemade potato salad (one of Kim Allen’s specialties);
baked beans; and chips. Watermelon slices, a tasty and beautifully decorated cake, and fresh popcorn
were also available as a sweet and salty complement to the meal.
SHBA’s recently installed president, Brian Tennis of South Suburban Memorials, did an excellent job
serving as one of the grill masters. Although he smelled a little smoky, he said that he was “delighted to
show SHBA’s members that we appreciate them.” He added that he looks forward to serving them in his
presidential capacity, too. Joe Blandford of Greatline Communications, SHBA’s new vice-president, said
that the “cookout is always a great event.”
SHBA member Joyce Kelly, of Global View Capital Advisors and Program Chair of the South Suburban
Small Business Association, said that she attended the cookout because it is a tradition and she wanted
to support SHBA. Kim Ingram, of Coldwell Banker Realty, came to the event as a guest, but left as a
member! Kim said, “I have been trying to get involved with SHBA for years and now is the time.”
A SHBA cookout would not be complete without giveaways! Participants had an opportunity to win some
wonderful prizes and good old-fashioned CASH! One lucky person actually won both. Thanks to everyone who helped to support SHBA’s scholarship fund by purchasing a ticket. You are all winners!
These are some of the SHBA supporters who helped to make the cookout a success:
•
Ed Miniat
•
Kirk’s BBQ
•
Walt’s Food Centers
•
Abbott’s Printing
•
Property Tax Reduction Services
•
South Holland Bank & Trust/Wintrust
•
Village of South Holland’s Public Works Department
•
Everyone who provided monetary and in-kind support
•
SHBA’s Cookout Committee and volunteers
Thank you! This great event would not have been possible without your help.
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SHBAʼs 2021 Scholarship Recipients

Victoria Dean
Antonia Marie Guajardo
Cherilyn Parker
Darnecia Stevenson
Debra Rabbani
Shahid Jaber
Arika McCaskill
Olumuyiwa Adelaja
Alexis Ballard

Governors State University
Governors State University
Governors State University
Alabama A&M University
Governors State University
Governors State University
Governors State University
Governors State University
Governors State University

Thank you very much to the scholarship sponsors:
Carl Buddig and Company
Ed Miniat
Fifth Third Bank
Providence Bank
RJ Reynolds
South Suburban College
South Holland Business Association
Thornton Township
Thornton Township School District 205
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Thank you to the following golf outing partners who donated gifts,
were hole sponsors, and/or made in-kind contributions:
94 Nissan
Abbottʼs Printing
B Moore Consulting
Benefits Management Resources
Blueberry Fields Pancake House
Carl Buddig
Combined Insurance
Comcast
ComEd
Ed Miniat
Fifth Third Bank
Glumac Consulting Group
Greatline Communications
Grier Abrasives Co., Inc.
Homewood Disposal
Kim Allen
Lagestee Insurance Agency
Lagestee-Mulder, Inc.

Winter 2021

Larry DeYoung and Associates
Qʼs Cleaning Services, Inc.
Providence Bank
Ramirez Law Firm
Rep. Will Davis, 30 District
Roeda
School District 205
South Suburban College
South Suburban Memorials
The Shopper
Thornton Township
UChicago Medicine/Ingallʼs Memorial
Village of South Holland
Waltʼs Food Center
Wentworth Tire Service
Xtreme Kustom Wheels
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Don’t keep it to yourself!
Share the Intercom with your colleagues, associates, and fellow employees by
forwarding this issue to them or by asking them to sign up to receive our
e-blasts/newsletter by going to www.tinyurl.com/SHBANews.

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS
Below are several links about our members who were featured in the media
please take time to click the link and see how they have
re-invent their business

Signature Sweets
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/daily-southtown/opinion/ct-sta-knowles-column-st-1201-20201130-gnrftxe2c5gole4foupkoqqxou-story.html

Please send in your renewals via mail or
online by clicking this link
http://shba.org/online-sign-up/. Contact us at
info@shba.org with any questions or
comments. “We CARE about our members!”
Thank you for being a #ProudmemberofSHBA
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Cheryl R. Kirkland, Agency Owner

1034 E 162nd Street, South Holland, IL 60473
cherylrkirkland@allstate.com
www.agent.allstate.com/CherylRKirkland

Blueberry Field
PANCAKE HOUSE AND RESTAURANT

Your Hosts:
Patte, Nikki &
Christy Haras

Phone (708) 225-1982
Fax (708) 225-1246
Mon-Sat 6:00 am - 3:00 pm
Sunday 8:00 am - 3:00 pm
558 E. 162nd St., So.Holland, IL 60473

611 East 170th Street • South Holland, Illinois 60473
708.339.6010 • Fax 708.339.6022
Email: linda@abbottprint.net

42664b SHBA Ad_resize.qxp_Layout 1 7/24/19
Phil Mulder

President, Construction

MAIN OFFICE
17005 Westview Avenue
South Holland, Illinois 60473

Direct: 708.713.2222
Fax: 708.713.2272
Cell: 708.878.3775

137 West 154th Street
South Holland, IL 60473
Phone: 708-333-1800
Fax: 708-333-1802
4:34 PM Page 1
Website: www.qcleaning.com
Email: qmillsaps@qcleaning.com

PHIL@LMT.COM
WWW.LMTEAM.COM

VAN DRUNEN HEATING
& AIR CONDITIONING

(708) 339-6444

168th & Van Dam Road
South Holland, IL 60473
FAX (708) 339-6450

vandrunenheating.com
email: vandrunenhvac@comcast.net

Come bank where

you belong!

630 E. 162nd Street SOUTH HOLLAND
Se Habla Español

708-333-0700 | providence.bank

Annual Platinum Sponsor:
Winter 2021
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